HERBERT ADAMS, JR.

2776 Briarlake Road, N. E. ∙ Atlanta, Georgia 30345 ∙ (404) 502-7260 ∙ HAdams1868@gmail.com

EDUCATION
 
Harvard University, John F. Kennedy School of Government, Cambridge, Massachusetts
Master in Public Administration

Honors/Activities: President, Student Government Association; Handy Fellowship (scholarship recipient); Presenter, Harvard Graduate School of Design (architecture courtroom design and construction event);  Speaker, Harvard Graduate School of Education; Speaker, Memorial Church at Harvard (sermon and prayer); Student, Harvard Law and Business Schools 

Southern Methodist University (SMU) School of Law, Dallas, Texas
Juris Doctor

Honors/Activities: Member, The Barristers (Honor Society); Quarter Finalist and Best Brief Winner, Robert F. Wagner Memorial Moot Court Competition, New York Law School; Secretary and Regional Director, National Black Law Students Association; Best Witness, SMU School of Law Mock Trial Competition

University of Oxford, University College, Oxford, England
Law Study Abroad Program

Georgia Institute of Technology, Atlanta, Georgia
Bachelor of Science in Industrial Management
Minor in Business and Technical Communication

Honors/Activities: Vice President, Anak Society (Highest Senior Honorary Organization); Recipient, Outstanding Senior Award; President, Afro-American Association; Co-founder, Office of Minority Educational Development; “Walk-on” Member, Varsity Football Team; Member, Judiciary Cabinet of Student Government Association; Recipient, Martin Luther King, Jr. Leadership Award 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Managing Assistant District Attorney, Gwinnett County, Lawrenceville, Georgia		             2021-present
· Helped create Justice and Community Initiative to spearhead the District Attorney’s 
restorative justice programs 
· Helped create the Conviction Integrity Unit and the Sentence Review Unit
· Secured conviction and multiple life without parole sentences in capital murder case
· Successfully prosecuted dozens of felony delinquency cases in Juvenile Court 

President and CEO, The Adams Law Group, P.C., Atlanta, Georgia                                                 1991-2021
· Represent clients in all phases of trial and appellate litigation, contract disputes and
related business matters  
· Tried approximately one hundred civil and criminal cases to verdict in the Federal District
and the Georgia Superior, State, Probate, Magistrate, Juvenile and Municipal Courts
· Litigated many cases at the Supreme Court and the Court of Appeals of Georgia and
at the U.S. Court of Appeals

Adjunct Instructor, College of Arts and Sciences, Clayton State University,                                        2012-2020
Morrow, Georgia  
· Teach courses in the Department of Social Sciences (traditional face-to-face and online courses)
· Mentor and instruct the next generation of paralegals, investigators, lawyers, scholars and leaders


Associate Judge and Acting Chief Judge, Municipal Court of Forest Park, Georgia                            2007-2010
· Supervised clerks, legal assistants, bailiffs and other courtroom personnel
· Adjudicated thousands of traffic offenses and zoning violations via trials, hearings 
or plea bargains

Assistant District Attorney, Office of the DeKalb County District Attorney, Decatur, Georgia           1989-1991
· Coordinated assignments with legal assistants, investigators, police officers,
witnesses, defense attorneys and other prosecutors
· Litigated hearings and tried cases
· Drafted and presented indictments to grand juries
· Conducted grand jury sessions, resulting in the prosecution of hundreds of felony cases

PUBLICATIONS

“Advanced Legal Writing,” Georgia Advanced Litigation Skills for Paralegals (HalfMoon LLC 2002), 
pp. I1- I11, with Deron R. Hicks, J.D.

“Legal Matters: The Pros and Cons of Incorporation,” The Atlanta Tribune, Vol. 7, No. 8 (July 15, 1993), 
pp. 25 and 26.

PRESENTATIONS

National Endowment for the Humanities Panelist, “Created Equal: America’s Civil Rights Struggle,” public forum at Clayton State University, Morrow, Georgia, April 16, 2014

The New York Times Featured Speaker, “Self-Defense in Georgia: Lessons From the Zimmerman Trial,” National Constitution Week talk at Clayton State University, Morrow, Georgia, September 20, 2013

The New York Times Featured Speaker, “Second Amendment Rights and the Heller Case: Strict Constructivism or Judicial Activism?” talk at Clayton State University, Morrow, Georgia, February 8, 2013

Panel Moderator for “Abolishing the Death Penalty” seminar, Georgia NAACP Annual State Convention,   Atlanta, Georgia, October 12, 2012 

Panelist for “Criminal Law 101” program on “Legally Speaking,” an internet-based weekly talk show, Atlanta, Georgia, October 8, 2011

Commentator for the Law Day and Teenagers’ Rights program at World Changers Church International, College Park, Georgia, May 1, 2010

Lead Facilitator for workshop on corporate bylaws and governance issues, Ebenezer Baptist Church’s Board of Trustees Retreat at Calloway Gardens, Georgia, March 27, 2010

Frequent Guest Speaker on “Synamon Says,” an internet-based weekly talk show, Riverdale, Georgia, 2009

Keynote Speaker for “Traffic Stops and Your Constitutional Rights,” Pre-Men’s Day program at Ebenezer Baptist Church, Atlanta, Georgia, October 13, 2008

Lead Presenter for “Wills and Estates” presentation at Ebenezer Baptist Church, Atlanta, Georgia

Panelist, multiple guest appearances on GPB/PBS television station’s “The Layman’s Lawyer,” Atlanta, Georgia

BOARD MEMBERSHIPS

Former Member, Board of Trustees, Ebenezer Baptist Church, Historic Church of Martin Luther King, Jr., Atlanta, Georgia
· Youngest person ever appointed to the Board of Trustees
· Co-leader, main sanctuary building project
· Assistant, multi-million dollar capital campaign to build the Martin Luther King, Sr. Community Resource Center
· Legal Reviewer, the Church’s Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws
· Counsel, provided fiscal and legal advice and counsel to the Church’s pastoral staff, Board members, and laity

Chairman of the Board of Directors, Vera Hollis Blackshear Educational Fund, Inc., Decatur, Georgia  
· Spearheaded the $100,000.00 college scholarship contribution effort for over forty (40) years for 
economically-disadvantaged high school scholars
· Delivered executive leadership to the Fund’s President and to other Board members

CIVIC ASSOCIATIONS/ ACTIVITIES

· Leadership Atlanta (Metro-Atlanta leadership development program)
· Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. (Public service and scholastic fraternity)
· Career Day Speaker at local public High, Middle and Elementary Schools
· Alumni Associations of Georgia Tech, Southern Methodist University and Harvard 
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